
CO-DESIGNING HOLISTIC  
FOREST-BASED POLICY PATHWAYS 
FOR CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION

CHALLENGES

EXPECTED RESULTS EXPECTED IMPACT

AIMOPPORTUNITIES
EU targets to significantly reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 
and become climate neutral by 2050 
require urgent and major reforms 
by all sectors. Simultaneously, the 
EU has committed to conserving 
biodiversity.

Clear policy pathways are 
needed to meet these multiple 
targets. They need to outline 
alternatives for how European 
forests and the forest-based 
sector can contribute to achiev-
ing a climate-neutral and resil-
ient society and economy.

ForestPaths is co-designing, quantifying 
and evaluating holistic forest-based policy 
pathways to optimise the contribution of 
EU forests and the forest-based sector to 
climate change mitigation, while consid-
ering the need to adapt forests to climate 
change, conserve biodiversity and sustain 
forest ecosystem services provisioning.

Support the transition 
to a climate-neutral and 
resilient society

Advance the understanding 
of Earth system science 
and climate ecosystems 
interactions

Improve the monitoring of 
forest disturbances

Increase research 
knowledge’s transparency 
and practicality

Climate and Biodiversity-Smart (CBS) 
forest management options

Improved data for understanding 
changes in climate on forest disturbances 

Next generation forest ecosystem and 
management simulation models

Improved data, tools and methods for the 
European forest-based sector

Holistic forest-based policy pathways

Policy support platform CANOPY

ForestPaths receives funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe Research and Innovation Programme (ID No 101056755), 
as well as from the United Kingdom Research and Innovation Council (UKRI). Views and opinions expressed are however those 
of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Commission. Neither the EU nor 
the EC can be held responsible for them.
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POLICY ENGAGEMENT 
FORUM FOR STAKEHOLDER 
INTERACTION

FOUR DEMO CASES

Ongoing online networking and 
collaboration

Working with stakeholders to ensure that 
ForestPaths’ CBS management options and policy 
pathways are practical, applicable and relevant in 
different European contexts.

FINLAND ROMANIA NETHERLANDSITALY

Digital, hybrid and in-person activities, such 
as training sessions, workshops and webinars

POLICY LABS

Identify 
objectives & 
needs 

Critically examine 
initial pathways 
results

Share visions on European 
forests and the forest-based 
sector and actions needed to 

achieve them 

Provide policy 
recommendations derived 
from the pathway analysis 

and evaluation
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